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It Starts with 
Water.



Farmers can be 
New Zealands 
Environmental Heroes
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In our emotional brain 
we all want to plant 
natives,
but the logical brain 
needs convincing. 
… as does the bank



The

Practical Land 
Retirement 
method.
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Three parts to retiring 
land profitably

1. Low cost establishment
2. Leveraging available funding
3. Generating a return
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The NZ Emissions 
Trading Scheme
1ha minimum area
30m minimum average width
30% minimum canopy cover
Species that can reach 5m in height



Average Gross Carbon 
Return (first 25 years)

• Native $430 per hectare

Based on NZU price of $50



Average Gross Carbon 
Return (first 25 years)

• Native $430 per hectare

• Hardwood $1,236 per hectare

Based on NZU price of $50



Average Gross Carbon 
Return (first 25 years)

• Native $430 per hectare

• Hardwood $1,236 per hectare

• Pine $1,244 per hectare

Based on NZU price of $50
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10 YEAR NATIVE

INELIGIBLE NATIVE



NATIVE PLANTING
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PINE – 7.5HA

NATIVE – 7.3HA

HARDWOOD – 3.6HA
Gross Carbon Return



Start small.

Reforestation is not an 
event, 
it’s a process.


